
Signing the Book to Become a First Parish
Member
Sundays in March following the service
Have you been attending First Parish for awhile,
and decided that this is your spiritual home? Do
you understand the benefits and expectations of
church membership? If so, you are welcome to
sign the membership book after the service today
and officially join us. The book will be in the
vestibule outside the sanctuary; please inform
one of the ministers of your desire to sign the
book. It will be available after each service
during the month of March. We are glad you are
here!

Congregational Covenant Workshops
Wednesday, March 15, 1:00 p.m. online
Sunday, March 19, 11:30 a.m. in person
Tuesday, March 21, 7:00 p.m. online
Sunday, March 26, 11:30 a.m. in person
We are building a congregational covenant! That’s
a set of agreements or promises we make to each
other about how we relate to each other so that
our congregation can thrive.
These drop-in workshops are to discuss the initial
draft. We’ll reflect together on what we
have so far, what we might still need, and what’s
been percolating since February’s retreat. Pick a
date and come on by. Covenant Team contacts:
CC King or Rev. Liz Weber.

First Parish Life Stories
Sunday, March 19, 11:30 a.m. in person
Monday, March 20 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
You’re invited to the First Parish Life Stories on
Sunday, March 19 at 11:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall,
and Monday, March 20 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom.
This event is a fun way to create both a shared
narrative of our church’s history, and your
personal time at First Parish. It is also part of the
reflection process that helps us create a vision for

First Parish during our transition to calling a
settled senior minister in 2024. What were the
most important events during your time here?
Please join your fellow members of First Parish
for this important event! —Ministerial Transition
Team

September Transylvania Trip!
Register by March 20
The Partner Congregation Committee is planning
a trip to our partner church in Székelykeresztúr in
Transylvania in late September of 2023. We will
be celebrating their Thanksgiving and the 30th
anniversary of our partnership, and visiting other
sights over 12 days of travel. Several PCC
members and some First Parish staff are going.
About 4 spots are still available of the 10 or so
total travelers. Interested in being part of a
fascinating, connecting experience to a beautiful
part of the world, and making new friends for
life? Contact Tim Whitney by March 20 at
timothywwhitney@gmail.com.

FP Women Gather to Celebrate
Friday, March 24, 7:00 p.m.
In person only
All women of First Parish! You are invited to
gather outside on the terrace on Friday, March
24th from 7:00-8:00 p.m. Hot beverages and
yummy snacks will be provided. This is a free
event that will kick off the Women’s Retreat that
starts at 8:00 p.m. on Friday. We know that not
everyone can join in all the retreat festivities, but
we do want to gather together to celebrate
finding the silver linings of the past few years.
Please register here if you can attend the free
reception:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/first-parish-women
s-retreat-tickets-553393042487
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Finding & Celebrating the Silver Linings:
First Parish Women’s Retreat
Friday, March 24, 7-9:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 25, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Join old friends and new for an in-person retreat
at First Parish to explore how you can find the
good in the bad, how you can cope when facing
the unexpected, and how you can celebrate the
changes that you’ve experienced.
Friday evening offers time to gather outside and
inside to catch up with old friends and new.
Saturday begins with a continental breakfast and
will include formal and informal time for
reflection, creativity, dancing, singing, laughing,
crafting, eating, and companionable silence.
Parts of the retreat will feel familiar and parts
will be new. Register today at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/first-parish-women
s-retreat-tickets-553393042487

Church Wide Book Read
In person and Zoom
Join the First Parish Racial Justice Action Group
in an All-Church Read this April!
Open to all, AND—a particular opportunity for
White First Parish members and friends to talk
and learn with one another.
READ NOW, DISCUSS IN APRIL: “So You
Want to Talk About Race” by Ijeoma Oluo. Sign
up now by emailing jpower6@gmail.com and
we’ll reach out in March to schedule you for an
early April discussion group. All groups will be
6-8 people facilitated by an RJAG member.
Participating in these discussions can work to
build beloved community and honor our
commitment to implement the 8th Principle.

Pledging Deadline
April 16, 2023
We need your pledge—your promise— before the
deadline of April 16, 2023 to ensure it is included
in our budgeting process. Pledges are over 60% of
our annual income so knowing what we will have
is essential in developing our budget. Each year
we do a Pledge Campaign in March and then
begin budgeting in April. We review priorities in
May and vote on the final budget in June at the
Annual Meeting. Please pledge today if you
haven’t already.
If you have any questions, please contact 2023-24
Pledge Campaign Project Manager Alane Wallis
at alanewallis@icloud.com.

Coming of Age Clothing Drive for CityReach
Thru Sunday, April 16
In preparation for CityReach Boston, Coming of
Age is holding a Clothing Drive for the homeless
community. 80 percent of guests identify as male
and almost all want practical unisex clothing.
Please limit women-specific clothing donations.
• Nylon jackets, ponchos, raincoats
• New white socks
• New underwear for both men and women and bras
(All sizes, from small to XL needed)
• Sweatshirts/Sweaters
• Pants
• Hats/gloves
• Blankets/sleeping bags
• Backpacks, tote bags, small suitcases with wheels
Please drop off donations in our Coat Closet by
Sunday, April 16.

Registration for Ferry Beach Begins
Come gather over Memorial Day Weekend,
Friday May 26 - Monday, May 29, at the Ferry
Beach Camp & Conference Center for
fellowship, fun, and relaxation! Registration is
directly with Ferry Beach by calling their office
to receive the special rates for our weekend. For
full information about the weekend in Saco,
Maine, and how to register for lodging and
meals, please see the 2023 Ferry Beach Info
document at firstparish.org/forms. Questions?
Contact Darien Smith at
darien@smithquest.com.
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